
Confidential Claim Retracted 

Authorized bv: Z^^^— 

Date: <^Ml^ 
United States Department of the Interior 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
Conservat ion Division 

P. 0 . Box 26124 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125 

December 9, 1977 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Conservation Manager, Central Region 

Area Mining Supervisor 

Subject: The Anaconda Company's Mining and Reclamation Flan for the PW2-PW3 
Mine Project (Underground—Uranium), Pueblo of Laguna Uranium 
Lease No. 1 (Jackpile Mining Lease), Laguna Indian Reservation, 
Valencia County, New Mexico 

For your review and approval, enclosed are copies of the subject plan and 
corresponding environmental analysis (EA). Please note that the documents 
constitute one volume, the plan being included as Appendix I of the EA. 

Also enclosed is a draft of a letter of approval for the subject plan. This 
^P^^p^^ r o n f a l n s r h p tTm rp r "m"1 ' ' " ' ^*""^""g i r r m r h p F.A n « rnnf^^f^^nng n f a p p r o v a l . 

The Pueblo of Laguna and the Southern Pueblos Agency of the BIA have both 
approved the subject plan, their correspondence to this effect being included 
in Appendix II of the EA. Please note that the Pueblo of Laguna and the 
Southern Pueblos Agency did not indicate any conditions for approval of the 
plan. 

The uraniimi mining and reclamation plans and corresponding EA's that we have 
recently submitted to your office have met with some delay in the course of 
review. Due to the nature of this plan and the necessity for its earliest 
approval, we feel obligated to point out certain cliaracterlstlcs of the plan 
in hopes of expediting the review and approval process. 

1. This plan provides for a very small, scram type operation to 
rerovpr gpi7er«1 gmall nrftnliim ore deposits (36,500 tons in place) located on 
the northwest edge of the mined North Paguate Pit. These deposits were not 
open-pit mined due to their close proximity to the village of Paguate and 
State Highway 279. Other operations of this type, i.e. the H-1 and P-9-2 
Adit Mine Projects, have previously been approved and conducted within the 
lease area. 

2. Timely approval of the plan is imperative due to the necessity for 
backfilling of the abandoned North Paguate Pit. Stripping is presently being 
conducted in an area near the PW2-PW3 ore bodies, and the lessee desires to 
use the overburden from this area for backfill material. Further delay of 
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